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IEEE MELBOURNE SECTION
EXCOM Meeting
6:30 PM – 8:30 PM, September 16, 2020
Knights of Columbus Hall, 2150 Dairy Rd. Melbourne, FL 32904
Call to Order
(Raul Ortega) Members arrived at 6:30 PM for a light supper and socializing.  Raul called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.  The meeting was attended by 15 members and one guest.  No FIT students attended.
Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes
A motion was made to accept the minutes from the June 17, 2020 meeting.  The motion was seconded and approved by unanimous vote.
Chairman’s Report
(Raul Ortega)
Sections Congress was to take place in Ottawa but was canceled due to the pandemic.  Raul said that they are holding training sessions almost every day by internet.

The picnic took place on Saturday, August 15 at Pavilion #1 in Wickham Park.  About 25 people attended.  It was a very hot day and everyone stayed in the shade under the pavilion socializing at safe distances.  Palm Shores Bistro catered a BBQ dinner.  
Treasurer’s Report
(Bruce Crain absent) It was reported that we have $7295.57 in our accounts.  Due to the pandemic meetings and activities were cancelled or shifted to virtual meetings, we are well under budget.
SECTION ACTIVITIES REPORTS

Sections Congress
Sections Congress was to be held in Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, August 21-23 but was cancelled.  Raul was scheduled to represent us at Sections Congress.
Southeast Con
No announcement has been made about the location or dates for SoutheastCon 2021.
Florida Council
(Raul Ortega) Raul reported that Region 3 Area 4 has held virtual meetings. there was a virtual Florida Council meeting.
Membership Development
(Julian Waller) Julian said that they had a joint Membership Development/EMC meeting.  Attendance was good.  Julian is planning a Senior Membership Elevation meeting in early November.  $400 has been budgeted for the meeting which is enough to have the meeting catered.  Raul will check into the availability of the KoC Hall.

Nancy M. said that she has explained IEEE functions to prospective members.  In her experience, she reports that the IEEE has so many functions that people gravitate to particular societies.

Awards & Recognition
(Bruce Crain absent) No report.
Web Presence
Raul and Nancy are having difficulty arranging their schedules to work together on the website.
EDUCATIONAL ACTIVITIES REPORTS

Student Activities
(Eric Cramer) Eric joined the meeting by telecon.  Eric reported that the FIT students are trying to book rooms for meeting and activities.  They have had one meeting.
Eric is participating in the new IEEE leadership training program called VOLT.  He is hoping to bring ideas for outreach back to the section and FIT. (See Young Professionals below.)
Eric reports that he has a contact for a Game Night event for the students.

Educational Activities (K-12 & FIT)
(Eric Cramer) Julian said that there is a contest being organized to encourage kids to learn about and gain enthusiasm about STEM careers.  Eric and Raul think we should investigate this.
FIT Student Section
(Nicole Carpenter, FIT Student Chapter Chair and Marcel Tapaszto, Vice Chair absent)
No report.
TECHNICAL SOCIETY CHAPTERS

EMC
(Mary Cwikla)
 Mary C. reported that there was a Zoom virtual presentation on Simple RF/EMI on July 1.  She would like to organize another virtual event before the end of the year.
AP/MTT
(Billy Gonzalez absent) No report.
SP/COM
(Rich Pivarnik) Rich noted that there are virtual lecturers that they could use.  He suggested that chapter chairs take turns organizing presentations.  Nancy said that the chapters can combine (opt in) virtual meetings, talks, and presentations which will count towards the requirement to hold two meetings a year.
GRS/AESS/CS
(Bob Beck) Bob reports that he has been working on setting up virtual meetings on sensors.
PES (Power and Energy Society) (Earl MacDonald) Our petition to establish a PES Chapter has been accepted.  Earl has agreed to be the new chairman. We have about 20 PES members in our section.

Earl attended an on-line meeting with the West Palm Beach section.  He wants to set up another meeting.  Bob Beck said that there are IEEE webex meetings that would count as chapter meetings.  There will be a webex meeting on wind turbines soon.  Raul said he and Bruce will help Earl set it up.

AFFINITY GROUPS 

Life Member
(Bob Featheringham) Bob is having difficulty trying to arrange for a meeting with his NASA contact.
Consultants Network
(Raul Ortega) Raul said he will be arranging for virtual meetings on finances.  Mary F. said that her friend Dr. Natalie Clark will be coming for a visit over Thanksgiving. Natalie is a retired NASA Langley scientist and has agreed to give a technical talk on advanced optical systems and applications on Thursday, Nov 19.
Young Professionals
(Eric Cramer) Eric said that he has signed up for the VOLT program.  He is training to be a mentor for YP.  He said that there will be a YP event coming up.

Eric reports that there was a Townhall event last night.  Mary Ellen Randall presented her work with the MOVE emergency van program.  Eric will report this as an event.

FINAL DISCUSSION

Old Business
Ed Kirchner reminded us that new members can join for half price when people join late in the year.

The Holiday/Awards Party will be held at the Grapevine Café (the Green Turtle) on Saturday, December 5, 2020.  (See addendum.)
New Business

Raul reports that Ken Gibbs has already moved to Texas.  Raul passed around a Going Away card which we all signed.  We also agreed to send a gift card with the card.
Final Discussion

).

Meeting Adjourned:
As there was no other business the Chairman adjourned the meeting at 7:15 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,

Mary A. Flavin, Secretary

November 8, 2020
Addendum

Mary F. spoke to the Catering Department on September 30 about the Holiday/Awards Party to be held Saturday, December 5.  We are still scheduled to have a party for 50 people which is at capacity.  The catering manager assured Mary that they will be set up to handle it.  They will have extra staff to serve the food rather than have people serve themselves.
